April 17, 2009

Voters’ Assembly

At 1:00 p.m., a special meeting of the Voters’ Assembly will hear a report from the Council and a presentation from Alan and Vivian Clark, founders of The Rosetta School of Palo Alto, followed by a Question- and -Answer period and a vote. The Clarks have made presentations to the Council & had meetings with representatives of the Board of Christian Education, the Board of Missions & Evangelism, the Board of Maintenance, the Sunday School, and the President, Treasurer & Pastor, regarding the opportunity for the Rosetta School to be hosted at Trinity. On March 10, the Council voted unanimously to continue discussions and commend this arrangement to the Voters. Please attend to hear about the school, ask questions, and give your advice by means of your vote. -- Gary Schwede, Congregation President

Vicarage Placement – Fort Wayne

One of the biggest highlights of the month of April at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., are the Vicarage /Deaconess Internship Placement and Candidate Call services. This year's Vicarage/Deaconess Internship Assignment Service will take place on April 20, at 7:00 p.m. (Eastern Standard Time). The preacher for this service is Rev. William R. Diekelman, the First Vice President of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  You can also listen to the Candidate Call Service on April 21, at 7:00 p.m. (EST). The Reverend Kenneth M. Hennings, President of the Texas district, will preach for this service.  Additionally, the list of vicarage placements and candidate calls will be posted on the seminary's website immediately after the service each night.

The event will be webcast from the seminary home page, www.ctsfw.edu. Viewers will need to have a broadband internet connection (cable, fiber optic or DSL), Internet Explorer or Safari, the latest version of Adobe Flash player (www.adobe.com) and the ability to play Windows media content. While Windows PCs come with this software already installed, Mac OS X users may need to install Windows Media Player from
http://www.apple.com/downloads/macosx/video/windowsmediaplayerformacosx.html


Friday Reading

Jesus had not delayed until Thomas had decided to seek Him or to search for Him; He had known the doubts that plagued Thomas. See—He had not angrily spoken to the disciples when He first appeared; He dealt gently with their difficulty with the belief in the resurrection; He showed to them His wounds and they immediately rejoiced. Our Lord dealt gently with Thomas as well, "See My wounds."  Our Lord bestowed peace on Thomas as He showed to him His wounds. With that gift of peace, our Lord dispelled Thomas' doubt.  And that gift created Thomas' confession, "My Lord and my God." Confidence that my Lord has come to me to wipe away my doubt and fear.

Jesus came to Thomas, to fill the hole of doubt with His genuine, bodily presence. Doubt cannot be a suitable address for faith. 

And that is why our Lord draws near to us with His gift of peace, to dispel our doubts. For if death the great unknown itself has been overcome, then nothing, nothing at all has the power to render uncertain this day or any day.

If doubt arises from insecurity or uncertainty, our Lord was crucified in order to remove that doubt.  To make certain that we have peace, not simply within, but with God Himself. For Jesus brought an end to uncertainty and doubt by responding to the basic problem of doubt, a cavity and emptiness in relation to God. Our Lord filled the trust that we could not, and He commended His life into God's hands, knowing full well His confidence would bring Him to His crucifixion but also to His resurrection.

Our lives have been placed into the Lord's hands through baptism, and we know that with the Lord’s glorious new life and in His eternal victory over the grave there is no uncertainty. Easter is God's declaration that doubt cannot by its own power grow into a bottomless hole consuming our hearts and consciences. God has declared once and for al that nothing can separate us from Him.  And since God has provided His Son for me, then He has also promised that all things in heaven and on earth will be mine. Easter brings this assurance and this peace.

Contrary to what you might think living by faith and not by sight means, Jesus never asked the disciples or us to follow blindly. He confirmed what He spoke by what He did. He confirmed by dying, and then by being raised—a solid and documented belief. Therefore our faith does not depend upon its sight but upon God's revealing. We do not depend upon the clarity of our eyesight for forgiveness and certainty; seeing is not believing; it always remains seeing. We do not believe because we see, but we see because we believe.  In other words, seeing follows faith. What I do not see is even more certain than what I do see, assured by the wounds of crucified and risen Jesus.

This peace is His gift, and this peace achieved at Golgotha is distributed to you in Word and Sacrament. When doubt would disrupt life, we return to the Word. We seek the peace put into our ears and set before our eyes. We long for the peace given into our hands and mouth with the Sacrament. And then we hear: "Depart in peace."  For we can only depart in peace because we have been given peace. Jesus holds out His wounds to us in Word and Sacrament and says "Peace to you." This peace is the fruit of Good Friday and His resurrection. Peace is the Lord's perpetual Easter gift to us. When Jesus speaks to us this peace in Word and Sacrament, may we respond as Thomas, "My Lord and my God."

Prayers

Collect for Quasimodo Geniti

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

For Easter

O ever-living Father, who word brings forth life and whose power raises from the grave, to You all glory and honor, thanks and praise, belongs from all creation and all that has the breath of life; for You have given to Your faithful Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the victory over the grave and sin and death. Send upon Your holy people the Spirit of life, and renew us. When we are weak and our hearts hesitant to believe all that You have promised, appear to us in Your Word; when we fall into temptation because we have failed to draw upon Your help, forgive us. When we are frightened because the powers of this world seem overwhelming, grant to us Your peace. Continue to work within us the steadfast trust in Your Son’s glorious resurrection – the faith that confesses we are freed from the old life and have been reborn into the newness that walks by Your Spirit. Grant that our Lord’s resurrection be our comfort and joy in life and in death, and the surety that we, too shall be raised from the dead and inherit our portion in the new creation. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

In Distress

O Father, let Your mercy advance quickly before me, for there is neither comforting hope, nor trust in merit, nor helpful assistance to support me without Your kindness and steadfast love. The turmoil of my life and the consciousness of my sins rebuke me; but Your love is greater than my heart and You know all; show to me Your faithfulness again this day and make Your mercies, which are new again, abound in my life. You will not abandon me to the unrest of a troubled world; set me upon the rock that is above the floods of this life, and grant to me Your enduring peace. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen

Sunday Preparation

Quasimodo Geniti, First Sunday after Easter
Hymn of Invocation: LSB 470, “O Sons and Daughters of the King”

Hymn of the Day: LSB 472, “These Things Did Thomas Count as Real”

Distribution Hymns: LSB 463, “Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia” and LSB 819, “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”

Old Testament Reading, Ezekiel 37:1-14

1The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And He led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

11Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 

12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O My people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O My people. 14And I will put My Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.” 

· Regularly spaced headstones punctuate the tidy landscape of Alta Mesa, the cemetery in Palo Alto. Those are the graves with which all are familiar. To what kind of grave does the Lord first refer? If one were to be buried in that grave, what is the final grave?

Epistle, 1 John 5:4-10

4For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world— our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

6This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the One who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 9If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that He has borne concerning His Son. 10Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning His Son. 

· What role do witnesses and evidences have in your life?

· What evidence has the Father given to us for the victory of faith?

Holy Gospel, John 20:19-31

19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into His side, I will never believe.”

26Eight days later, His disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see My hands; and put out your hand, and place it in My side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 

· The Lord did not relate entering of “a tunnel of white light” and other so-called phenomena of bodily death; He spoke not of anguish and emotional sorrow. When facing death and grief, those kinds of experiences cannot comfort; what is the message of His death and resurrection?

· And for what purpose then did John record all of the signs?

Announcements

Sun
4/19

· 9:45 Bible Study with Rev. Dr. James Bachman

· 1:00 p.m., Special meeting of the Voters’ Assembly today
· No LSF Bible Study

Tue, 4/21

· 7:30 p.m., Board of Missions & Evangelism Meeting

Wed, 4/22

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Christian Life in the 5th Century

Thu, 4/23

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir
Sun, 4/26, Misericordias Domini, 2nd Sunday after Easter

· 8:15 a.m., Divine Service (Ezekiel 34:11-16; I Peter 2:21-25; John 10:11-18)

· 11:00 a.m., Service of Prayer and Preaching

Sat, 5/2

· 10-noon, Kitchen Committee Meeting

God’s Stewards. Stewardship presupposes the unity that characterizes a Christian congregation. When we speak of a body, it is taken for granted that there is but one body (Ephesians 4:4-6; Romans 12:4-5; 1 Corinthians 12:12). This does not imply, however, complete uniformity; the Holy Spirit does not induce uniformity. Other powers seek to do this. Christian unity reveals a profound and essential diversity; in this respect the Body of Christ is in many ways similar to the human body; this is seen in particular 1 Corinthians 12:12ff. Each one must recognize his own particular function in the whole and at the same time acknowledge that the others have special tasks too. All of us need all of the others (1 Cor. 12:21). This must be remembered, that the members who seem to be the weakest are the most necessary (1 Cor. 12:22-25). God in His fatherliness sets the members in their various positions in the body thereby giving this vision of manifold richness in unity its real authority. This belongs to everyone’s stewardship, and every steward has to accept this as part of his calling in the Body of Christ.

Missions. Trinity is linked the Dominican Republic, where Ablaze! Alliance Missionaries Walter and Ana Ries, from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Brazil, serve. They write, "Sunday, March 15 was a landmark day in Santiago-the first Sunday morning gathering at the Lutheran Center in Santiago. During the week before, we visited many friends and acquaintances of ours in the Santiago area-friends we met at city cultural activities, friends who work at the tobacco shop in the museum, and friends of friends. Invitations were passed out, inviting them to join with us for a Sunday morning Bible study group. The night before, I was counting the number of people I might expect on my fingers, but not really sure who would be in attendance. On Sunday morning, we headed to the Center, both excited and a little apprehensive. Slowly and surely, friends began to gather until there were a total of 16 present! For the next hour and a half, we studied the Scriptures together, looking at some 'Bible Basics'-what exactly the 'Bible' means, how God speaks to us through His Word, and how this book is more than just a collection of fairytales. By the end of the class, everyone agreed that the Bible was worth further studying! Please keep this group of friends in your prayers that one day, they may be the founding members of a new church!"

Mount Cross. May 23-24, 2009 - Memorial Day Family Work Weekend at Mt. Cross.  Please help Mt. Cross get ready for Summer Camp.  Register yourself or your family for May 23-24 (Saturday-Sunday) and work like you have never worked before. Mt. Cross has been built by volunteers and continues this tradition each year.  Clean, construct, and do a variety of projects to make summer camp possible. Download a registration (pdf) from the website or call them at 831-336-5179 for more information.  
Vicarage Placement – St. Louis

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, will celebrate Call Day on Wednesday, April 22. The vicarage/internship service begins at 3:00 p.m. CST with Rev. Dr. Gerhard C. Michael Jr., president of the Florida-Georgia District, serving as the preacher. The call service begins at 7:00 p.m. CST with Rev. Dr. Ray Mirly, president of the Missouri District, serving as the preacher. Those unable to attend the services are invited to watch a live stream of the service by clicking on this link:
http://cslstl.edgeboss.net/download/cslstl/player/index.html
Viewers will need a broadband connection to the Internet, an Internet browser, and Macromedia Flash Player plug-in (version 10). This plug-in is available for download, free of charge, from Adobe here: http://www.adobe.com/go/EN_US-H-GET-FLASH
Those who do not have a broadband Internet connection may also listen to the audio-only stream at: http://www.cslmedia.org/tower
Following the services, the audio version may be accessed on iTunesU. Lists of the vicarages and calls will be posted on Concordia Seminary's Web site (www.csl.edu <http://www.csl.edu/> ) at 9:00 p.m. CST on April 22. Lists also will be e-mailed at the same time via the Seminary's e-mail list services, CSLNEWS and CSLPRESEM. Those who wish to subscribe to these e-mail services prior to 9:00 p.m. in order to receive the lists may do so on the Seminary's Web site. A complete listing also will be featured in the summer 2009 issue of FOCUS.

Short Answers

Old Testament Reading, Ezekiel 37:1-14

· Regularly spaced headstones punctuate the tidy landscape of Alta Mesa, the cemetery in Palo Alto. Those are the graves with which all are familiar. To what kind of grave does the Lord first refer? A life that has no hope, no certainty, no belief in the possibility that God could actually relieve His people from a tragic situation. And the uncertainty, the disbelief, and the lack of hope are so deep-seated, that they affect the core of life, down to the very bones of one’s being.  If one were to be buried in that grave, what is the final grave? Buried in the grave of hopelessness in this life, apart from the seed of confidence in God’s work in Christ Jesus, translates into the grave of eternal hopelessness and sorrow apart from God not merely for the years of this life but for an eternity apart from the Father.

Epistle, 1 John 5:4-10

· What role do witnesses and evidence have in your life? A friend’s word leads us to buy the same product; evidence convicts a criminal or proves innocence; witnesses give reason to believe.

· What evidence has the Father given to us for the victory of faith? Jesus’ flesh and blood ministry of reconciliation, identified by the water of His baptism (publicly named in His flesh as Son) and the blood of His passion (proof of His physical suffering and sacrifice for the sin of the world). The presence of the Spirit, both at Jesus’ baptism and then on the Church, demonstrates the truthfulness of God’s Word in Christ.

Holy Gospel, John 20:19-31

· The Lord did not relate entering of “a tunnel of white light” and other so-called phenomena of bodily death; He spoke not of anguish and emotional sorrow. When facing death and grief, those kinds of experiences cannot comfort; what is the message of His death and resurrection? Our Lord’s death has brought peace from God to man; rather than focus on our secondary concerns, He draws us to the chief concern—He brings us into the Father’s presence. His resurrection means reconciliation with God, a message for us and for all people.

· And for what purpose then did John record all of the signs? The signs that Jesus performed are the credentials and the reasons for the creed that confesses Jesus is Lord.
